
From the Principal...
Dear Parents and Staff:

I would like to make you aware and request your cooperation and assistance over some 
safety concerns.

The greatest source of concern this fall has been our morning drop-off procedures and 
the safety of all of our SHCS families and children during this process. The SHCS Advi-
sory School Board, as well as, the Principal's Advisory Committee, discussed the morning 
drop-off and traffic patterns at length during our respective monthly meetings.  I would 
like to thank them for their input.

The first issue is the manner in which some parents/guardians drop their children off 
at the school entrance in the morning. SHCS allows two options for morning drop-off. 
One is to drop children off directly from a car in designated zones, either the front or the 
back, as early as 7:00 a.m. Our school Young Folks program allows for students to safely 
stay in the cafeteria from 7:00-7:30 for a small fee. Beginning at 7:30, students may wait 
in the supervised cafeteria or gym at no additional cost to the parents. Designated zones 
for morning drop-off are marked by orange cones in the front. The designated area in the 
back is on the pavement in front of the gym and youth room where safety patrol members 
are present. The second option is to park the vehicle in indicated parking spots and walk 
students to the school entrance. By not following one of these options, the safety of all 
pedestrians and drivers is compromised. 

Drivers on our school grounds are often not able to see 
students who walk between cars or into traffic, either es-
corted or unescorted by adults.  (As was pointed out by our 
school board, motor vehicle collisions between two cars or 
between a car and pedestrian are the most common causes 
of serious injury and death in the United States. These un-
fortunate events can occur at speeds as little as 10-20 miles 
per hour).  

The first two rows in the parking lot are designated for 
teacher and staff parking. Therefore, parents that are parking 
and walking children to the front entrance should park in 
the spaces below the first two rows. The staff parking area is marked by orange cones. If 
parents select to park and walk children to the front entrance, please try to walk toward 
and within the larger coned area designated for drop-off rather than coming up through 
the parking lot area. Younger children in particular do not have the wisdom to watch for 
moving vehicles. SHCS has a drop-off policy foremost for the security of all individuals, 
but also to assist with traffic flow into and out of the school grounds.

(The Principal's Letter continues on page 3)

         PARENT UPDATE
Sacred Heart Cathedral School

Calendar of Events

November 1
All Saints Day

November 5
8th Grade visit to KCHS

November 6
    School Board Meeting

5:30pm; Library 

November 11
Information Night
7:00pm; Library

November 14-15
Fall Play Production

ªIt's a Bird, It's a Plane, 
It's Nerdman!º
7:00pm; Gym

November 17-21
7th Grade Trip to 
Camp Greenville

November 24
Basketball:  SHCS vs. CAK 

JVG, JVB, VG, VB;  
Home; 4:00pm

November 25
Basketball:  SHCS vs. SJN

JVG, JVB, VG, VB;
Home; 4:00pm

November 26
Early Dismissal

(K-4)11:30 / (5-8)11:50am

November 27-28
Thanksgiving Holiday

NO SCHOOL

November
2008

ª...I strongly 
encourage 
families to 

try to arrive 
during the 

7:30-7:45am 
time period...º



HALLOWEEN                
SPELLERS 

Congratulations to 
this year's crop of 
2nd and 3rd Grade  
Grade Halloween 
Spelling Bee champs:

SECOND GRADE 
1st Place -                        
Tommy Williams

2nd Place - 
Lucy Moore

3rd Place - Lucy 
Lightholder

THIRD GRADE

1st Place -                     
Charlie Baker (S), 
Thomas Stucke (R)

2nd Place -                         
Dante Skotze (S), 
Bethany Moon (R)

3rd Place -                         
Shannon Harold (S), 
Natalie Eilerman (R)

WAY TO GO!

(S = Shaffer, R = Rexrode)

SHCS MISSIONS
During the week of November 17th - 21st, we will be collecting new toys for 

the 13th annual Mission of Hope Christmas Drive serving children in rural Appa-
lachia.  Most of us are blessed every day with warm homes, warm clothes, plenty 
of food, and employment to provide for our needs.  But, there are thousands of 
people living just a short drive from Knoxville that are struggling to provide even 
the basic necessities for their children from day to day because this is an area of 
extreme poverty with few available jobs.

So start your Christmas shopping a little early ± and pick up an extra gift 
when you are at the store!  Or better yet, take your child and let them pick out 
something to give - the children we are collecting for are school-aged and range 
from Pre-School to 8th Grade.   Please bring in New Items Only - many of these 
children only get new items at this time of the year.  They also need clothing, 
hygiene items and non-perishable food.   A flyer will be sent home soon in your 
Friday folders and will be posted on Edline and the SHCS Website with a list of 
suggested items if you need some ideas.

If you have any questions or need more info on this missions project, please 
contact:  Robin Barre at robin129@aol.com or 310-3906 (c) or Katie Coffey at 
katiebcoffey@comcast.net or 310-0814 (c)

We'd like to say ªThank Youº to all of you for your overwhelming generosity, 
compassion for our neighbors in need and support of the missions program here 
at SHCS!!  Happy Thanksgiving!

   - Robin Barre and Katie Coffey, Mission Coordinators

FALL GOLF CLASSIC

Thanks to everyone who sponsored, played, and volunteered for the 8th Annual 
SHCS Fall Golf Classic!  Congratulations to Lisa Padgett, the winner of the Cart 
Sponsorship drawing!  Lisa won a `food excursion' for 8 people to the Bonefish 
Grill on Bearden Hill!  The first place winning foursome was:  Dave Mason, Ryan 
Duncan, Jason Branson and Chip Scarborough.  Second place winners were Ken 

Harrigan, Jason and Ryan Gandy (SHCS 
Alumni!) and Brian Floyd.  And, coming 
in third place were Scott and Greg Pink-
ston, Jeff Berry and J. Daniel.  Proceeds 
from the Golf Classic go toward the SHCS 
Endowment Fund.  Photo courtesy of Big 
Orange Professional Photography.



PRINCIPAL'S LETTER (Continued)

After several years of observing traffic flow patterns, it 
is evident that the majority of our families arrive between 
7:45 and 7:55. Northshore Drive can be particularly dan-
gerous during this ten minute time period. There is very 
little traffic from 7:30 to 7:45; therefore, I strongly 
encourage families to try to arrive during this time or 
earlier. ! is will decrease the number of student tardies 
caused by tra"  c delays, as well as, the ªNorthshore back-
upº. I understand the frustration our driving parents feel 
when they are caught in this jam that may result in a tar-
dy slip for their student, but it can be avoided by arriving 
between 7:30 and 7:45. ( Note: there is a secondary issue 
that has been brought to my attention regarding the dif-
ference between school time and the time of cell phones/
blackberries,etc. Our school time and our GPS Wireless 
Clock System is precisely synchronized to each other and 
to the National Institute of Standard Time (NIST): our 
bell system is coordinated with this established time. Our 
school is currently testing our system for accuracy and it 
will be recalibrated if necessary. However, this may be a 
lengthy process. Until that time, our only recourse is to 
follow the SHCS time indicated that corresponds to our 
school bell system.) 

Students arriving after 7:55 a.m. must be checked in 
the office by a parent.  Students that are dropped off 
in the parking lot after this time and left to come in 
the school unescorted are placed in a very dangerous 
situation. Therefore, it is our policy that parents must 
come into the school and sign in a tardy student.

The second area of concern pertains to parents 
who enter the school in the morning to accompa-
ny their child(ren) to the classroom. Although we 
welcome our parents to walk their student (s) to the 
entrance door, we strongly encourage parents to allow 
their children the opportunity to enter the building 
and go to their classroom independently. Concerns 
related to this issue are indicated below:

1. Safety - SHCS has a policy in place that all 
adults/guests to the school sign-in at the office before 
further entering the school. This allows for the ability 
to monitor all individuals who may have contact with 
students, as well as, have an accurate accounting of all 
individuals in the building in the event of an emer-
gency, such as a fire evacuation. It has further been 
our policy to allow parents to enter between 7:45 and 
7:55 without signing in because parents may SHCS 

Kindergarteners enjoy 
a ride on the hayride at 
the Pumpkin Farm. 

Mr. Michael Torregiano 
teaches world history 
on one of the school's 
new Smart Boards.  
Smart Boards are the 
focus of this year's An-
nual Fund Campaign.

Students in Mrs. Shar-
bel's first grade class 
show their devotion 
to Mary during the 
Living Rosary Cele-
bration held recently.

(continued on Page 6)

Congratulations to the Catholic Youth Football 8th grade team that won 
the Knox Metro Senior Midget Championship this year-going 9-1and 
beating South Knoxville in the championship game, 16-0.  Coaches:  
Tim Irwin, Brian Spivey, Dave Cook, Steve Smith, Robert Arnett.  This is 
first championship won by a SHCS 8th grade team in 7-8 years!



PASSPORT TO THE WORLD
Sacred Heart Cathedral School is planning a curriculum theme titled            

ªPassport to the Worldº - Let There be Peace on Earth, which will take place 
here at the school starting on November 10th and conclude on December 12th.  
The essential questions driving our theme this year are:  How does learning 
about cultures around the world lead to the acceptance of diversity?  and; How 
as Catholic, can we promote ªPeace on Earthº?  Classes will begin working 
on their projects on November 10th and will cover such items as the country 
name, location, type of government, capital city, language, religion, currency, 
major holidays, food and clothing and interesting facts and people.  The follow-
ing is the Class/Country List:

  
K Anderson Ireland

K Haluski Germany

K Woldruff Switzerland

1 Curry Peru

1 Sharbel Chile

2 Chrysandreas Greece

2 Herrick Italy

2 Peters Spain

3 Rexrode China

3 Shaffer France

4 Ciancone Japan

4 Maki India

4 Young Saudi Arabia

5 Christiansen Mexico

5 Harnett Haiti

5 Templeton Canada

6 Jester, Poteet, Mundy Eastern Europe

7 Torregiano, Macrae, Koch Africa

8 Clifton, Schmidt, McGranaghan Great Britain

Classes will have exhibit tables outside each room and all students will take a 
Grand Tour of the school and have an opportunity to visit each country.  There 
will be a week of international food at the cafeteria and an International Din-
ner in conjunction with our Families in Need program.  The closing date will 
be Friday, December 12th with a prayer service and re-enactment of the story 
of San Juan Diego.

The Passport to the World Committee has been working hard and we thank 
you for all your help and support!

FRUIT OF 
THE SPIRIT  

November 2008

Peace

Those who are in-
fluenced and di-
rected by the Holy                                       
Spirit will produce 
ªthe fruit of the 
Spiritº in their lives.

ªTherefore, since 
we have been justi-
fied through faith, 
we have peace with 
God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.º 
(Romans 5:1) 

ªMay the God of hope 
fill you with all joy 
and peace as you 
trust in him, so that 
you may overflow 
with hope by the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit.º (Romans 15:13)

ªPeace I leave with 
you, My peace I give 
to you; not as the 
world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, 
neither let it be 
afraid.º (John 14:27)



The Sacred Heart 
Middle School, 
ºHeart to Heart 
Playersº are hard 

at work after school preparing the fall presentation, 
ªIt's A Bird, It's A Plane, It's Nerdman!ºThe play will be 
presented on the gym stage on two evenings, Novem-
ber 14 and 15 at 7:00.  All are invited to come watch this 
silly spoof of ªSupermanº.

The cast, in order of appearance:  Parker Gensheimer, 
Natalie Hatfield, Sienna Prater,  Frances Higdon, Chris-
tian Gash, Ben Mosrie, Charlie Higdon, William Ewell, 
Alex Robinson, Angeline Morris, Ritchie Mrozik,  Mi-
chael Erpenbach, Caroline Adam, Hayden White,  Allie 
McLaughlin, Bailey Poteet, Ashley Gensheimer.

A special dress rehearsal performance for the school 
will be on Thursday, November 13 at 9:30 am.

SHCS FALL STAGE PRODUCTION

COUNSELOR'S CORNER
The SHCS counseling program has several components.  First, guid-

ance classes are taught to all grade levels.  We cover such topics as 

study skills, peer relationships, and character issues.  Second, I meet 

with students individually for various problems a child might face in 

school or at home.  These students are referred by a teacher, parent, 

administrator or self.  On the initial visit, I meet with the student 

to discuss the problem.  In order to meet with them a subsequent 

time, I need parental permission.  A permission form is sent home 

for the parent to sign in order for the child to visit with me on a 

regular basis.  Third, I hope to begin some small group discussions 

on divorce, grief, and self-esteem.  If you have concerns about a dif-

• culty your child is having at school or home, please don't hesitate 

to call me at 558-4100 or visit me at my o€  ce at school during 

regular hours.

                                        - Gina Johnson, SHCS Guidance Counselor
 Mrs. Ciancone's 4th Graders create their own 
maps of the United States with homemade 
play dough.

Mrs. Talley's 7th Grade Drama class show off 
their handmade puppets.  The students were 
challenged to write their own scripts and per-
form a skit in front of the class.



PRINCIPAL'S LETTER  (Continued from page 3) 

need to assist their student by bringing in projects or materials.  However at 7:55, it 
is expected that all visitors will have exited the building or will sign in at the front 
office.  Individuals who do not sign-in as a visitor to our school are compromis-
ing the school's attempt to insure the well-being of students and visitors alike.

2. Student emotional growth and development - One of our school
improvement goals approved by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools accreditation team addresses student personal responsibility. As par-
ents and teachers, it is our responsibility to assist with this normal part of 
our children's developmental maturation. Allowing students to enter the school  by them-
selves and independently walk to their classrooms is one way for students to learn and as-
sume personal responsibility and self-reliance. A student may be reluctant to do this, 
but with positive encouragement from both parents and staff, he/she readily takes pride 
in this new independence and accomplishment. (Many area schools require parents to 
drop their children off from their vehicles beginning with the very first day of school. 
SHCS prefers to allow parents the option of walking their children to the entrance.)

3. Interruption of classroom activities - The beginning of the school day is one of the bus-
iest times of the day for teachers and students. This is the start of our workday. Parental presence 
within the classroom (or immediately outside the classroom door) distracts the teacher and/or the 
students from their attempt to commence the scheduled activities for the day and their normal rou-
tine. Thus the learning environment for all of the students is disrupted. The beginning of the day is 
not the appropriate time to discuss individual concerns/problems with your child's teacher. SHCS 
has numerous avenues for communication and always encourages and supports open communi-
cation between parents and the school. Concerns are best handled through one of these methods:

· Note sent via e-mail, student folder, or teacher mailbox
· Voice mail message
· Request for a teacher or staff member conference

     The third area of concern is the use of cell phones by our students during the school day. 
SHCS's policy relating to electronic devices states that the use of electronic devices such as Palm 
Pilots, (PDA's), cell phones, pagers, and games is prohibited during school hours and after school 
academic activities, such as T.A.S.K. or test make-up. The school hours are defined as 7:45-3:45. 
Items will be confiscated if found. (Handbook, p. 49) If necessary, students may use the school office 
phone upon request and with adult supervision. Many cell phones today have the ability to pho-
tograph, text message, and even access the Internet. To insure the safety of our students and to pro-
tect the learning environment of our classrooms, I am revising this policy to specify the following:

 Cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off and   · 
in the student's backpack during the school day (7:45-3:45)
 Students in Young Folks, after school test make-up and T.A.S.K. may not · 
have their cell phones on or out of their backpack after school hours.
 If the cell phone is found on the student or in anything belonging to the stu-· 
dent other than the backpack, it will be confiscated and a demerit will be issued.
 If the cell phone discharges during the school day, the phone will be con-· 
fiscated. The cell phone call history including text messaging may be re-
viewed. The student will be issued a demerit at the minimum.

(Continued on next page)

The Sacred Heart Dollar 

SELL-A-THON is on!  This 

is a new event this year 

for the sole purpose of 

reducing your tuition 

for the ̀ 09-'10 school 

year!  Sell SH$ gift cards 

to your neighbors, 

friends, and relatives 

now through November 

10th.  Any Sacred Heart 

family can participate! 

The top-selling child 

will win an Ipod Shuffle, 

and that family will get 

their full rebate amount 

earned in the Sell-A-

Thon!  All families that 

participate will receive 

one half of the total re-

bate amount of their or-

ders to be used toward 

tuition credit!  The Sa-

cred Heart Dollars pro-

gram provides financial 

support for Catholic 

education.  Please 

call Theresa Buckman 

with any questions, 

558-4113.  Please turn 

in your orders with 

collected money by 

November 10th.

$H$
NEWS



If the student is found using the phone · 
during the school day, he/she will be 
given an automatic after-school deten-
tion (grades 5-8) and an office refer-
ral in grades 1-4. The history may 
be reviewed and if the content is in 
violation of the school conduct code,

       then additional consequences may be given.  

Students may be held accountable for · 
electronic communication or post-
ings on student web-pages, etc., such 
as MySpace or Facebook that are in 
violation of the school conduct code.

SHCS continually strives to improve the 
safety and instruction of its school environ-
ment. I am asking for your assistance in this 
endeavor by adhering to the above policies. 
Please discuss this letter with your child(ren) 
and then sign and return it to your child's 
teacher. This letter will be posted through-
out our various means of communication as 
a reminder to students, parents, teachers, and 
staff. As partners in the education of these 
children, it is critical to our children's safety 
and welfare that we adhere to the procedures 
established.

Thank you for your cooperation and sup-
port.

Sedonna J. Prater, Principal

SHCS ANNUAL FUND

The projects to be funded in 2008-09  

include a number of classroom high-

tech SMART boards. These are ªdigi-

tal chalk boardsº that allows teachers 

to incorporate pictures or videos into 

their presentations, write notes on the 

board during class, and save the entire 

presentation as a digital file for later 

use. (See photo on pg. 3)

   In addition, your efforts will also 

fund the purchase of drums for the 

middle school music department.

    This year's Fund Drive will also in-

vest in the most important assets at 

Sacred Heart: our people. Your money 

will help pay for faculty professional 

development programs and provide 

stipends for teachers and coaches who, 

on their own time, serve as leaders in 

extracurricular activities or as curricu-

lum leaders.

If the full goal is met this year, it is 

possible that some money may be re-

maining after purchasing these items. 
If so, some cosmetic improvements 
will be made to the 100 wing rest-
rooms.

  As fellow stewards of this school, we 

hope each of you will join us in asking 

God to reveal His will for your par-

ticipation in this year's Annual Fund 

campaign.

~ Sien and David Moon,

General Chaircouple of the 2008-09 
Annual Fund

ELECTION           
DAY AT 
SHCS

668 students 
and faculty par-
ticipated in Sa-
cred Heart Ca-
thedral School's 
Mock Election on 
Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4th, as part 
of the school's 
social studies 
curriculum.  8th 
grade students 
manned the 
voting stations 
as Kindergar-
ten through 
8th grade cast 
their votes.  The 
outcome of the 
Mock Election 
was 452 stu-
dents casting 
ballots for John 
McCain, 194 
students casting 
votes for Barack 
Obama, and 22 
voting ªOtherº.   
Senator John 
McCain was the 
landslide win-
ner, garnering 
68% of the vote.Sacred Heart Kindergarten students, Amelia Re-

chter, Audrey Domitrovic, William Johnston and 
John Paul Carlson pose with George Washington, 
(PE teacher John Gensheimer).


