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Important
Upcoming  

Dates:

August 11 
Administrative Day for Staff

August 12
In-Service Day for Staff

August 13

7:00pm State of the School 

Address 

August 14
First Day of School for Stu-

dents (K-8) / Information Day 

for Parents (Gym) 9:00am- 

11:45am/12:00pm

* See inside for further details

August 15
8:05am All School Mass

First full day for               

Grades 1-8

August 15-20
Kindergarten Staggered 

Schedule

August 21
First Full Day for Kindergarten

September 1
Labor Day, School Holiday
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SHCS Class of 2008

The SHCS Class of 2008 gathered with family and friends on May 15, 2008 for graduation activi-
ties and awards.  Graduates met at the Crowne Plaza for a breakfast buffet, eighth grade video 
presentation and academic awards ceremony.  The Baccalaureate Mass and graduation cer-
emony was held at Sacred Heart Cathedral the same evening.  Congratulations to our graduat-
ing class of 2008 and best wishes from the entire SHCS community for continued success in all 
future endeavors!             Photo courtesy of Dan Barile.

Principal’s Award

Sister Georgeanna Service Award

Home and School Association Awards

Monsignor Edward Dolan Awards

Colin Mann Kelly LehmanJessica Sellers

Elizabeth Morris Brad Windle Jessica PunchConnor Gilhula



SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL SCHOOL

Page 2

Credits
Sedonna J. Prater, 

Principal

Anita Poore,
Development

Pam Rhoades,
Editor

ACTIONS is published by 
the O!  ce of Development 
and Communications at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral 
School for its students, 
parents, grandparents, 

faculty, sta" , and friends.

Inquiries should be made 
to ACTIONS, Sacred Heart 

Cathedral School, 711 
Northshore Drive, Knoxville, 

TN 37919, or call (865) 
558-4106.

     A Letter From The Principal

Dear parents, students and members of our SHCS community,

I am pleased to inform you that Sacred Heart Cathedral School achieved renewed accreditation 

from the Quality Assurance Review Team representing the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools and Advanc-Ed.  In their closing remarks with the faculty and sta" , the QAR team stated 

that the students captured what is special about SHCS when one second or third grade student 

responded ªwe get to learn about God everydayº and others said, ªwe just love our teachers; they 

help us when we need helpº#

During their two and half day visit, the QAR team interviewed seventy-$ ve di" erent 

stakeholders including teachers, parents, students, and parish community members. The team 

o" ered the following exemplary commendations:

1. Sacred Heart Cathedral School is embedded in Catholic culture, identity and    

 tradition. The QAR team stated that it is evident that all stakeholders are living   

 the mission of our school as evidenced by : 

 · Daily interactions of kindness

 · Courteous and respectful students

 · Students reported that they were not concerned about bullying and   

  that students feel accepted

 · Mentor family program

 · Virtue of the month program

 · Daily participation in prayer, Mass, and religious education

 · Numerous visual representations throughout the school and in the    

  classrooms of religious $ gures, saints, biblical stories, etc

2. Sacred Heart Cathedral School is clearly a highly e" ective school where strong   

 leadership is evident. 

 · SHCS has created a safe and orderly learning environment

 ·  Academics are valued and high expectations established

 ·  Instructional time and goals are protected 

 ·  Students are well-prepared for high school

3. At SHCS the uniqueness of each child is recognized and appreciated.

 · Diversity (including diversity in learning styles and needs as well as    

  diversity in cultural and ethnic backgrounds) is recognized and valued.

 · Diversity creates a rich fabric within the school

 · Special Needs and ELL students support plans and procedure manuals

4. SHCS supports a huge partnership and strong relationship between the parish, family   

                  and school. The QAR team noted that SHCS promotes a positive, welcoming environment      

 that cultivates a partnership between home and school and that there is a great deal of

 evidential support to illustrate this shared partnership:
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Principal’s Letter (continued from Page 2)

 · Parents are a vital part of the school

 · Active and supportive Home and School Association

 · Men around Sacred Heart Association (MASH)

 · Parent and community education opportunities provided by the   

  school 

 · Stakeholder involvement through volunteering, survey input,   

  and committee assignments

 · Cooperative facility sharing between parish and school

 · Positive collaboration between home and school as indicated by   

  parent interviews

The purpose of the Quality Assurance Review team visit is to provide validation of 

exemplary e! orts, but also to assist our school in continuing to make improvements. The 

QAR team o! ered the following suggestions to further strengthen our school program:

1. Sacred Heart Cathedral School may consider developing a plan to strengthen 

parent understanding of the transition to middle school. SHCS should communicate to 

middle school parents that middle school students are di! erent than elementary students 

and should facilitate understanding and education of developmental appropriateness, 

expectations, and personal responsibility. SHCS should continue professional development 

training of all sta!  on developmental stages of the students.

2. The QAR team recommends exploration and implementation of a more balanced 

middle school schedule of special area classes including art, drama, music, physical 

education and Spanish that will meet the needs of all middle school students including 

those with special needs.

3. The QAR team recommends the sta!  strengthen the integration of technology 

use in the classroom and within the curriculum.

As a school, we are pleased with the commendations and the recommendations 
cited by our review team. I would like to thank each of you for making our school a 
wonderful place for our students. I would also like to thank the numerous people 
who have assisted us throughout this process by completing surveys, participating 
in committee assignments or focus groups, attending interview sessions, making 
welcoming baskets and a myriad of other acts.

I am pleased that Sacred Heart Cathedral School we strive to follow the African 
proverb that it takes a village to raise a child.  We are truly blessed by His goodness.

Sincerely,
Sedonna J. Prater
Principal

“...(SHCS) 
is clearly a 

highly 
effective 

school where 
strong 

leadership is 
evident.”

(L to R) Rebecca Mangers, Erica Pat-
terson and Ashley Welborn welcome 
guests at Grandparents Day 2008.

(L to R) 8th graders Elyse Eilerman 
and Megan McClamroch won Scholas-
tic Art Awards this year.  Elyse’s “Shoe 
Art” became a Gold Key winner.
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President’s Award for Academic Excellence and Rose Award Winners

The President's Education Awards 
Program,  sponsored by the U. S. 
Department of Education, in partnership 
with the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and the 
National Association of Secondary 
School Principals, was developed to 
help principals recognize and honor 
those students who have achieved high 
academic goals by their hard work and 
dedication to learning. Sacred Heart 
Cathedral School  was blessed to have 37 
eighth grade students honored this year 
by the President's Award for Academic 
Excellence.  They are, in alphabetical 
order:

 Lauren Adam
 Tim Baker
 John Batson
 Emily Boone
 Rachel Carlson
 Patrick Conaty
 Nicholas Covino
 Meghan Crisp
 Kevin Curtin
 Jakob Dovgan
 Elyse Eilerman
 Megan Fisher
 

 Anderson Gass 
 Connor Gilhula
 Rachael Gri!  th
 Paige Jackson
 Kelly Lehman
 Colin Mann
 Leann Martin
 Katie McCarty
 Laura McCarty
 Roch Monnig
 Elizabeth Morris
 Jose Nazario
 Josh Plenzler

 Jessica Punch
 Julie Rich
 Joseph Roulier
 Rebecca Sauter
 Catherine Scheb
 Claire Stauber
 Spencer Streno
 Luke Wegryn
 Phoebe Wheeler
 Caitlin Wilkinson
 Brad Windle
 Melanie Young

The Upward Trend program recognizes middle school stu-
dents for achievement in the areas of academics, service, 
and/or leadership, throughout the academic year. This pro-
gram is designed to promote, support, and celebrate the 
efforts of students each nine-week term. The recognition 
criteria for Upward Trend are Achievement of First or Second 
Honor Roll for a nine-week period (Academics) and four out-
side-of-school-day service activities (or 4 hours) for a nine-
week term (Service). Students who receive Upward Trend 
recognition both quarters of a semester are recognized at the 
semester Rose Reception. This year’s Rose Award recipients 
are the following:

Lauren Adam, Tim Baker, Nick Bon• ni, Emily Boone, Rachel Carlson, Patrick Conaty, Nick Covino, Catie Cox, Kevin Curtin, Jake Dov-
gan, Elyse Eilerman, Anderson Gass, Alison Giecek, Connor Gilhula, Rachael Grif• th, Paige Jackson, Kelly Lehman, Leann Martin, 
Katie McCarty, Laura McCarty, Elizabeth Morris, Jose Nazario, Ryan Nelson, Josh Plenzler, Jessica Punch, Julie Rich, Joseph Roulier, 
Catherine Scheb, Hannah Seaver, Spencer Streno, Luke Wegyrn, Phoebe Wheeler, Caitlin Wilkinson, Brad Windle, and Melanie Young.
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 Duke • nds talent at SHCS
     Fourteen Sacred Heart Cathedral 

School seventh grade students have 

taken part in the Duke University Talent 

Identi• cation Program (TIP) .  The Duke 

TIP identi! es gifted children and provides 

resources to nurture the development of 

these exceptionally bright youngsters.  

Through Duke TIP’s 7th Grade Talent 

Search program, academically talented 

7th  graders are recognized based on 

standardized test scores achieved while 

attending middle school.  Candidates are 

then invited to complete either the SAT

Reasoning Test or the ACT Assessment 

college entrance examination.  Duke TIP 

provides the participants with comparative 

information concerning their academic abil-

ities and resources for unique educational 

opportunities.  The goal is to assist young 

people with excellent mathematical or ver-

bal aptitude.  Out of the 29 SHCS students 

invited to participate, the following are 

those who received scores high enough to 

be recognized in a special ceremony:

 Anthony Cabrera

 John Clary

 
 Christopher Cox

 Matthew Ducote

 Everett Dunlap

 Matthew Edwards

 Matthew Gash

 Olivia Hoffman

 Alexa Jostes

 Erik Kropilak

 Marlee Montgomery

 Angeline Morris

 Megan Patterson

 Jonathon Woo

Alumni News
Allison Elizabeth Lubert, Maria Louisa 

Nassios, Brent Charles Nowinski, 

Andrew Ellender Springer , and Zach-

ary Scott Wegryn . Other KCHS award 

winners from SHCS include: Knoxville 

News Sentinel Academic Achievers , 

Frank Doherty IV  and David Rose . Frank 

Doherty IV also was chosen as a National 

Merit Commended Scholar.  The Sedes 

Sapientiae Award is the highest honor 

KCHS confers on its graduating seniors, 

who best epitomizes scholarship, loyalty, 

service and achievement.  Winning this 

award was SHCS alum Jeffrey Faris .  

Finally, Mark David Kennedy II  was 

awarded the Irish Achievement Award 

which is presented to the graduating se-

niors who have taken full advantage of the 

KCHS experience, demonstrating growth 

in leadership, spirituality and academic ex-

cellence.  Congratulations to all our SHCS 

Alumni"

     Many Sacred Heart Cathedral School 

alumni ! nished their high school careers at 

Knoxville Catholic High School spectacu-

larly" SHCS grads Francis John Doherty 

IV and Rebecca Ann Forbes  were named 

2008 Valedictorians while David Christo-

pher Rose  was one of three Salutatorians. 

Out of the top 10% of the KCHS Class of 

2008, eight of the thirteen were the follow-

ing SHCS alumni: Jeffery Patrick Faris, 

Paul William Hook, Conor Edward Irwin,  

First Day of School Schedule Changes
Beginning this 
year, Sacred 
Heart Cathe-
dral School will 
open its doors 
to the 2008-09 
school year in 
a new manner"  
Instead of just 

having an Infor-
mation Day where parents and stu-
dents ! nd out who their teachers and 
classmates are and then go home, 
students will arrive in dress uniform, 
and head to their classroom for orien-

tation and student pictures.  The 
reason for this change is to take care 
of organizational and administrative 
items, and to ease the students back 
into the school schedule. By having 
student pictures taken on the ! rst day 
of school, it will save instructional time.  
Parents are encouraged to come to 
the State of the School Address on 
Wednesday, August 13, at 7:00pm in 
the gym where parents will ! nd out the 
name of their child’s teacher.  Then, 
Thursday, August 14, the schedule is 
as follows:  9:00am - Students arrive 
in dress uniform and proceed to their

classrooms.  (Class lists will be posted 
outside individual classrooms in case 
a parent was not able to attend the 
State of the School Address).  Parents 
will go to the gym for Information Day 
and booths.  Kindergarten parents will 
accompany their children to the class-
room for orientation and then will be 
dismissed.  Kindergarten pictures will 
be taken at a later date.  Grades 1-5 
will dismiss at 11:45am and Grades 
6-8 will dismiss at 12:00pm.  Those 
students going to Young Folks should 
pack a sack lunch.  Please call the of-
! ce at 588-0415 with any questions.
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Words go here for story. This ! rst 
paragraph is in Body Type, but " ush left, 
and the ! rst phrase is in Body Type Bold 
character style.

The rest of the paragraphs are in plain 
old Body Type paragraph style.

Headline goes across here
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Graduation Awards
Congratulations to all of the 8th grade Graduation Awards winners for 2008!

ALGEBRA

Emily Boone, Laura McCarty

ART

Andrew Raabe, Nick Covino

DRAMA

Julie Rich, Spencer Streno

ENGLISH

Melanie Young, Emily Boone, 

Jasmine Bonilla

HEALTH

Jake Dovgan, Phoebe Wheeler, 

Ryan Nelson

HISTORY

Kevin Curtin, Connor Gilhula,

 Colin Mann

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Brad Windle, Jessica Punch

LANGUAGE ARTS

Elizabeth Morris

LITERATURE

Meghan Crisp, Brad Windle

MATH

John Batson, Katie McCarty, 

Claire Stauber

MONSIGNOR EDWARD DOLAN

Kelly Lehman, Colin Mann

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Anderson Gass, Connor Gilhula,

Elizabeth Morris, Rebecca Sauter

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD

Connor Gilhula, Elizabeth Morris

RELIGION

Rachael Grif" th, Kelly Lehman,

Elizabeth Morris

SCIENCE

Katie McCarty, Julie Rich, 

Luke Wegryn

SR. GEORGEANNA SERVICE 

AWARD

Jessica Sellers

SPANISH

Nick Bon" ni, Elyse Eilerman,

 Ryan Nelson

SPEECH

Jake Dovgan, Jessica Punch

STUDENT COUNCIL

Connor Gilhula, Colin Mann, 

Jay Roehl, Phoebe Wheeler

NOTE:  President’s Awards for 

Academic Excellence and Rose Award 

winners are listed on page 4..


