CIRCLE of GRACE

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Between August and October your child will be instructed in the Circle of Grace
curriculum. Your child’s teacher will be sending grade level specific objectives and dates of
when they are conducting the lessons via email/newsletters.

Out of concern for all God’s people and in response to the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, we have a
program for the safe environment education of children and young people supported
and mandated by your Bishop.

Diocese/eparchies will establish ‘safe environment’ programs. They will cooperate with
parents, civil authorities, educators, and community organizations to provide
education and training for children, youth, parents, ministers, educators, and others
about ways to make and maintain a safe environment for children. Dioceses/eparchies
will make clear to clergy and members of the community the standards of conduct for
clergy and other persons in positions of trust with regard to sexual abuse.

Article 12 - Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People

This program is called Circle of Grace. It is meant to supplement and be integrated
into the excellent programs and curricula for the formation of children and young people in
our schools and religious education programs. Circle of Grace aims to equip our
children and young people by arming them with essential knowledge and skills
grounded in the richness of our faith. This program helps children and young people to
understand their own (and other’s) dignity in mind, body, and spirit.

What is a Circle of Grace?

The Catholic Church teaches that God has created each of us as unique and special.
Genesis 1:27 tells us that we are created “male and female in God’s image” and that
God saw this as “very good.” In that goodness, we are meant to respect ourselves and
everyone else as persons created and loved by God.

Why is it important to help our children understand the Circle of Grace?

God intends our relationships in life to be experiences of divine love. Respectful,

nurturing, loving relationships increase our understanding of our own value and help



us to love others. It is never too early to help children and young people understand
how very special they are and how relationships in life are called to be sacred.
Understanding this can help them to protect the special person they are and to be
respectful of others.

Adults, especially parents, as they strive to provide a safe and protective
environment, hold the responsibility to help children and young people understand and
respect their own dignity and that of others. A truly safe and protective environment is one
where children and young people recognize when they are safe or unsafe and know how to
bring their concerns, fears, and uncertainties to the trusted adults in their lives.

Between August and October your child will be instructed in the Circle of Grace
curriculum. Your child’s teacher will be sending grade level specific objectives and dates of
when they are conducting the lessons via email /newsletters.

In Christ,
SHCS Administration



