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COVID-19 Action Triggers for the Diocese of Knoxville Schools

Prevention strategies are essential to the safe delivery of in-person instruction and help to prevent COVID-19
transmission in our schools. The 10 schools within the Diocese of Knoxville will have a mixed population of both people
who are fully vaccinated and people who are not fully vaccinated. Specific prevention strategies may involve adding
additional safety protocols (usage of facemasks, etc.) based on individual school transmission levels, percent of students
with a positive test, vaccination coverage, and state and local government regulations.

As we begin this school year, facemasks will not be mandated for students, faculty or administrative staff, although
they will be welcomed at each individual’s discretion (parent’s direction). Concerning COVID-19 vaccination, the Diocese
of Knoxville highly encourages everyone 12 years old and above to be vaccinated. Vaccination is currently the leading
public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. Currently vaccination with the highly effective Pfizer
vaccine is available to all people age 12 years and above. Vaccination with the highly effective Moderna vaccine is available
to those 18 years and above. Research and testing continues on a vaccine for those less than 12 years old. The Diocese of
Knoxville recommends that those students less than 12 years of age, immunocompromised and those who are older but
not vaccinated to wear a facemask while at school (but at this time it is not mandated).

Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine will be in place at all 10 of our schools. Case
investigation and contact tracing are critical strategies to identify and isolate cases and test and quarantine close contacts
to reduce transmission. Schools should require sick students, faculty and administrative staff to stay home and establish
procedures for those who are sick at school to be sent home as soon as possible and kept masked and separate from
others until they can leave. The Diocese of Knoxville defines close contact among students in the K-12 setting as those
unvaccinated students within 3 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour
period.

Action Triggers:

1. Positive COVID-19 test result = student, faculty member or administrative staff member will isolate/quarantine
at home for 10 days.

2. Students determined to be “close contact” to a positive case = student will isolate/quarantine at home for 3 full
days and then take a COVID-19 test on the 4™ day. If COVID-19 test is negative and student has no symptoms, the
student may return to school. If the “close contact” student’s test result is positive, they will remain at home
quarantined for an additional 10 days {or shorter if they receive a negative result in a subsequent test).

3. If 10% of the school’s student population (in a 10-day period) have received a positive test and are quarantined
at home, all students/faculty/staff will be mandated to wear a facemask while in the school. *

4. If 10% of the school’s faculty/staff population (in a 10-day period) have received a positive test and are
quarantined at home, faculty/staff will be mandated to wear a facemask while in the school. *

*The face masking mandates outlined in numbers 3 and 4 above may be removed if there is a decreasing trend in COVID-19 outbreaks
in children/faculty/staff in our schools and surrounding community. (The 10% triggers are exclusive and not combinations of the two
categories (student population versus faculty and staff population).



